
I am a member of the local (Littleton) energy committee, but am submitting these 

comments as an individual. 

 

1. It would be great to have a wood pellet/chip plant in the North Country. We just 

installed a wood-pellet system to heat our Fire House and Highway Garage. We are 

importing the pellets from Maine. This increases costs and pollution due to vehicle 

miles travelled. There are lots of forests in the North Country that could be used 

for pellet/chip production. Our committee is promoting additional wood-based 

heating systems in Littleton for school, municipal, commercial, and industrial 

applications. Any reduction in costs would serve us well in this effort. 

Comment: Could some sort of incentives (tax exemptions, loan interest 

loans, etc.)  be considered to encourage the private development of such a 

plant? 

 

2. We are one of a handful of NH towns with a local, independent utility company. 

Because of this status, we have been ineligible for most of the grants, incentive 

programs we’ve heard about (the latest PUC/RGGI program is an exception). Our 

electrical rates are very low, and the Littleton Water & Light commissioners would 

like to keep it that way. They don’t necessarily resist energy efficiency efforts, but 

would like to keep the demand steady out of fear that lower demand will drive up 

rates. I believe that Littleton would be eligible for grants and incentives if LW&L 

joined the state-wide system, but membership in the program would result in a 

rate increase for all users. 

Comment: Has there been any consideration on ways to encourage (not 

regulate) local utilities to join the state-wide program? One idea would be a 

gradual phase-in to ease the transition – perhaps with an opt-out clause if 

there is heavy resistance by rate payer. Or perhaps energy efficiency savings 

could be directed towards equipment upkeep or upgrades. In a perfect 

world, they should be able to take EE actions without penalizing their 

customers. 

 

3. We are considering a couple of big projects (by small town standards). These 

potential projects would include public and private entities, as well as school-town 

cooperation. Pulling together a diverse group such as this exceeds our experience 

and expertise. For example, we do not have a Town Planner or even a building 

inspector/code compliance officer.  

Comment: Does the state having any resources to assist a town in planning 

major projects? 

 

-Ron Bolt 


